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LXXXIII. An Account of an EcJipfe of the 
Moon , 22 d November 1760, obferved in 
Surrey-Street in the Strand, London ; by 
James Short, M. A. F. R. S. 


jP) Enumbra very fenfible at 7 26 o 


Read Dec. 11, 

_£7 Beginning of the ec! : pfe at 7 39 o 
Quantity of obfcuration = 17' 36" at - - 8 49 o 

Moon’s diameter almoft parallel to the ho-7 0 

rizon = 3' ji" at -.} » 53 o 

End of the eel ipfe at - - - - - - 10 80 


LXXXIV. An Account of the Cafe of a 
young Many who had loft the life of his 
Hands by cleanfng Brafs Wire ; by Mr. 
Samuel More, Apothecary in Jermyn- 
Street. Communicated by Charles Morton, 
M. D. Secretary to the Royal Society . 


Read Dec. n, / | 'HE dilorders, to which mechanics 
’ /oo. are unavoidably fubjedted by their 

employments, have exercifed the pens of feveral in¬ 
genious writers; among whom I would not prefume 
to appear, but that, I hope, the publilhing the fol¬ 
lowing cafe may be of fome fervice: for I am cer¬ 
tain, every one, who has been in the leaft converfant 
with the labouring people of this town, mull fre¬ 
quently have obferved their hands in a condition 

fomething 
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fomething refembling, though perhaps not quite fo 
bad as, that of the young man, whofe diforder is the 
fubjedt of the following paper. 

And as there is great reafon to believe, that the 
complaint, herein treated of, frequently happens to 
perfons employed in the dyeing bufinefs, they will 
hereafter have a method of cure laid before them, 
which, with little expence, will probably be of great 
fervice to them. And, on that confideration only, 1 
have been induced to fubmit this account of the dif- 
eafe to the infpection of the public. 


The Cafe o/’Francis Newman, Nephew and Apprentice 
to Mr. Newman, Dyer, in the Maize, Southwark, 
who had loji the Ufe of his Hands by cleanfmg Brafs 
Wire. 


F OR the more readily explaining the following 
cafe, it is proper to premife, that, in drawing 
brafs wire for the pin-makers, the frequent palling 
it through the fire, to anneal it, covers it with a 
cruft, which it is necefiary to take off, before they 
can make ufe of it • and, for this purpoie, it is lent 
to the dyers, who, letting it lie for fome time in the 
liquor, with which they have dyed what they call 
Saxon colours, (which liquor is compofed of water, 
oil of vitriol, alum, tartar, &c.) and then throwing 
it forcibly three or four times againft the ground, 
the cruft is, by degrees, broken off, and the wire 
rendered bright, and fit for ufe. The gratuity given 
for this is generally allowed to the apprentices; and 
in this work Francis Newman had frequently (at his 
leifure hours) employed himfelf, till about the month 
of Auguft 1759, when the cuticle on the palms of 

his 
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his hands, and the infide of his fingers, was become 
fo hard and rigid, that he was no longer capable of 
doing either this, or any other bufinefs. 

For relief of this diforder, he applied to the perfon, 
who attends the family in capacity of apothecary, 
who gave him feveral dofes of purging phyfic, but 
without fuccefs. 

He was next admitted an out-patient at St. Tho¬ 
mas’s hoipital, where he attended fix weeks or two 
months, but without receiving any benefit. 

Somebody then told him, his complaint was owing 
to the fcurvy, (to which he had been fubjedt) and he 
accordingly applied himfelf to feveral perfons, who 
advertife remedies for curing that difiemper, and, 
among the reft, to Mr. Ward, of whom he had 
fome pills; and once, by miftake, took two of them 
for a dofe, which operated fo violently, that every 
body in the family imagined he could not furvive it: 
however, he ftill continued in the fame condition. 
And now thinking, that if he was admitted an in¬ 
patient at the hofpital, he fhould be more likely to 
obtain a cure, he got himfelf admitted, and was 
there about two months longer; at the end of which 
time he was difcharged, but in no better condition 
than before. 

About a fortnight after this, and a twelvemonth 
from the beginning of his diforder, viz. Auguft io, 
1760, the perfon, who is foreman to Mr. Newman, 
defired leave to write to me, for my opinion of the 
cafej which being very readily granted, he defired 
me, by letter, to come and fee a young man, who, 
as he exprefled it “ had poifoned his hands with 
brafs and oil of vitriol.” 


When 
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When I firft vifited him, I found him with his 
hands quite fliff, and utterly incapable of any bufi- 
nefs whatever; and having already had fo much ad¬ 
vice, and taken fo many medicines, he concluded 
his diforder was incurable, and that he fhould en¬ 
tirely lofe the ufe of his hands, the fkin on the palms 
of them (the right hand rather the word: of the two) 
having the exaSl appearance of parchment , full of 
chaps j and when I endeavoured, by force, to 
ftreighten the fingers, the blood Jlarted from every 
joint of them. 

After hearing the bed account I could get of the 
caufe of his complaint, I imagined, that, as the dif- 
eafe had been con traded by his frequently dipping 
his hands into a violently-acid liquor, the moil pro¬ 
bable method of relieving him would be, by the ap¬ 
plication of an emollient liniment, mixed with an 
alkaline lixivium. For this purpole, I ordered as 
follows: 

JK Ol. Olivar. Jiv. 

Lixivii. Salis Alkalin. fix. 5 ii. M. 

F. Linimentum. 

With this he was ordered to anoint his hands fre¬ 
quently, efpecially going to bed j and, to prevent the 
liniment being too foon rubbed off, condantly to wear 
ft pair of gloves. 

About four days after, I found the fkin a little 
foftened, and I could extend the fingers with lefs pain 
than before j and no blood iffued, upon my endea¬ 
vouring to move them. This would have encouraged 
me to have continued the ufe of the fame liniment; 
but as he complained much of its making his hands 
V o l. LI, 6 E fmart 
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fmart every time he ufed it, (and, indeed, this was 
the firft application among the many he had tried, 
that ever gave him any uneafinefs) I concluded, that 
the addition of fome yolk of egg might lefien the 
acrimony of the alkaline fait, without at all abating 
the efficacy of the liniment: I therefore compofed 
the liniment thus: 

Ifc 01 . Olivar. §iv. 

Lixivii. Salis Aik. fix. ?ii. 

Vitel. Ovor. N°. ii. f. Linimentum; 

to be ufed as before. This mixture not giving him 
fo much pain as the former, he had ufed it all 
in three days; and then, coming to me for more, I 
found his hands ftitl continue to mend; the fkin that 
had grown hard fcaling off, and a new flexible one 
appearing underneath; the chaps were many of them 
healed; and he began to have fome ufe of his fingers. 
Encouraged by this fuccefs, he continued the ufe of 
the laft prefcribed liniment; and as, from his not 
having had the proper ufe of his fingers for fo long £ 
time, the joints of them had, in a great degree, loft 
their motion, I advifed him, alternately to clench his 
fift, and to ftretch out his fingers, many times a day. 

The diforder had been fo long upon him, and (if 
I may be allowed the expreffion) had taken fo deep 
root, that, although he began very fenfibly to amend, 
from the firft application of the liniment, yet it was 
full two months before I thought it advifeable to 
leave off the ufe of it; and then, to prevent a relapfe, 
I gave him the following ointment; 

Jfc Axung. Porcin. ?ii. 

Vitel. Ovi. 

Ol. Lavend. g*. v, f. Unguentum. 

with 
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with orders to anoint his hands with it every night 
going to bed. This ointment he has continued to 
ufe about a month; and is now perfedtly reftored to 
the ufe of his hands, and begins again to work at his 
bufinefs. 

During this courfe of anointing, he took no inter¬ 
nal medicines, except three dofes of purging phyfic. 


LXXXV. A further Account of fame Experi¬ 
ments made on the Bovey Coal *. 

Read Jan. 8, f't ALT of hartfhorn mixed with the 

17 l ' phlegm that diftilled firft from the 

Bovey coal, produced no ebullitioni nor air bubbles j 
but when mixed with the watry liquor, which arofe 
with the thick oil in the latter part of the procefs, 
after it had ftood fomc weeks in a glafs bottle, clofe 
ftopt, and was become perfedtly fine, caufed a very 
eonfiderable ebullition, and the mixture immediately 
grew foul and red. In fome days after, it grew 
much thicker, and had the colour of tar. The fur- 
face of it was covered with a bituminous pellicle, as 
were the fides and bottom of the glafs. Eighteen 
grains of fait of hartfhorn were not more than fuf- 
ficient to faturate the acid falts contained in an ounce 
of the liquor, which was but very little four to the 
tafte. 

Spirit of nitre dropped into this bituminous liquor, 
foon after it was diftilled, and before it had depofited 
the oily particles (which rendered it cloudy), changed 


* See before, p. 534, 
6 E a 


its 



